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1 . A method for controlling the streaming of voice data in a local area network, 
the method comprising: 

identifying at least one device to be used in a connection among a plurality 
of devices coupled to the local area network; 

identifying at least one mode fof each of the at least one device to be used in 
the connection; and 

setting the at least one mode fjf>r the at least one device. 

2. The method of claim 1, whefein identifying the mode for each device 
comprises identifying ax least one sink and at least one source for the connection. 

3. The methofl of claim 1, and fi^thei\ including locking the mode of the at least 
one device during the connection 

4. The method of claim U/md further using a semaphore to prevent multiple 
devices from sinmltaneousjjychanging modes 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein setting! the at least one mode of the at least 
one device comprises setting at least one mode of at least one of a server, a 
telephone and a computer 

6. The method of claim 1, wherein setting at least one mode of the at least one 
device comprises setting at least one mode of one device to communicate as a 
source for multiple devices on the local area network. 



7. The method 
connection based on 



f claim 1, and further including streaming data over the 
the at least one mode of the at least one device. 



8, The method of claim 7, wherein streaming data comprises: 
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transmitting voice signals from a telephone to a computer; and 
processing the voice signals with the computer. 



9. The method of claim 7, wherein streaming data comprises: 
providing voice data from ja telephone to a server for transmission over 

another network; and 

providing voice data to arj application program running on a computer. 

10. The method of claim 7, w^em^ffeaming data comprises providing voice 
commands through a telepjjorfep a computer to mteract with an external network. 

11. A compute/ readable iridium ^avjng instructions stored thereon to perform 
the method comprising: 

identifying at least onh deface to bk used in a connection among a plurality 
of devices coupled to a local area network;lfor 

identifying at least^ome mode for eaoh of the at least one device to be used in 



the connecticm^and 

setting the at least ofie mode for the 



at least one device. 



12. The computer readable medium of claim 11, wherein identifying the at least 
one mode for each device/comprises identifying at least one sink and at least one 
source for the connectior 

13. The computer readable medium of claim 11, and further including locking 
the mode of the at least/one device during the connection. 

14. The computer readable medium of claim 11, and further using a semaphore 
to prevent multiple devices from simultaneously changing mode. 



1 5 . The compute* readable medium of claim 1 1 , wherein setting the at least one 
mode of the at least jone device comprises: 
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g afleast one mode of a servepf 



3 setting i 

4 setting at least one mode of a telephone; and 

5 setting at least one mode of a computer. 

1 16. The computer readable medium of claim 1 1 , wherein setting the at least one 

2 mode of the at least one device comprises setting the mode of one device to 

3 communicate as a source for multiple devices coupled to the local area network. 

1 17. A local area network, comprising: 

2 a server/gateway coupled to at least one external network; 

3 a plurality of deyieesHhat send and receive voice data, the plurality of 

4 devices selectively^tnd cojgfrmijnicatively coupled together and to the 

5 server/gateway:/and 

6 a signal streamii^ controller, associated with the server/gateway and the 

7 plurality of&evices, that selects a mode of operation for selected ones of the 

8 server/gateway andine plurality of devices. 

1 18. ThHdcal grea network of claim 1 7, wherein the plurality of devices 

2 comprises: 

3 at least 6ne telephone coupled to the server/gateway; and 

4 at leas/ one computer coupled to the server/gateway and coupled to the 

5 telephone. 

1 19. The local area network of claim 17, wherein the plurality of devices includes 

2 at least one of an Ethernet and an Internet Protocol phone. 

1 20. / The local area network of claim 1 7, wherein the signal streaming mechanism 

2 includes a semaphore that prevents multiple devices from simultaneously changing 

3 state. 



Attorney Docket No. 884.181US1 



12 



Intel Docket No. P7428 




21 . The locarctrea network of claim 17ywherein the signal streaming mechanism 
includes a locking mechanism that locks/me mode of the at least one device during 
the connection. /^ih 

22. The local area network qf claftm 1 8\ wherein the at least one computer 
includes an application program that responds to voice commands from at least one 
of the at least one telephone and the at least one external network. 
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